
Monaghan Collegiate School 
Molly Molloy – BA4

1st year Etching Print – The Pathways 

Learners profile
16 Mixed-ability 

students 
_____________________

10 Lessons  



Aim of Unit of Learning
Grasp an understanding of composition while creating and designing 
an etching inspired by the theme “The pathways ” while focusing on 
the area around our school and our community (Primary source). The 
focusing art elements, shape, line, scale and composition while 
having a final etching print. 

Learning outcomes
Critical and Visual Language
1.1 - Analyse their work, or that of another, using 
appropriate vocabulary and knowledge.
1.3 critique an artwork using critical and visual 
language
Drawing
1.4 - Demonstrate how they use drawing to 
observe, record and analyse the human figure and 
the world around them.
3.6 - Design a final work based on their drawings.
3.4 interpret a design brief and represent this 
through their drawings
(AEDP)
1.10 identify the use of art elements and design 
principles within an artwork
Visual Culture and Appreciation
1.7 examine the method of a number of artists and 
the artwork they created
1.8 discuss examples of historical and 
contemporary visual art

Theme:  The Pathways 
Scenario:  Working from a primary 
source 
Class profile: 16 mixed-ability students 

10 lesson 
6	x	double	- 120	minutes
4	x	single	- 40	minutes

Theme development
Cross-curriculum: 
Geography - Map	of	the	
school
Maths	- Geometry	&	scale.
Wellbeing- helping	the	new	
students	know their	school	
surroundings	and	
community
Numerary	(N)	-measuring	
out	the	size	of	their	etching	
plate	for	their	final	design	
sketch.
Literacy	(L)	- Using	their	key	
words	handout	throughout	
and	helping	them	annotate.
Oracy	(O)	- Evaluating	peers'	
work.	



My 
visuals 
aids  





Lesson 1 – 7th November -D 1hr 20mins- 9:30-10:50 Lesson 2 – 9th Nov – (S) 40 Minutes – 12:20 – 1:10

Learning intention –
• To develop an understanding of the 

brief and what is being asked 
(Follow brief handout) 

• To understand (recognise) Know 
what the project entails and what 
their outcome will be

• To understand what the word 
“Pathway” means and other 
meanings/words in relation to this 
theme.

• To develop an understanding of 
etching - discuss ss (Mary Cassatt, 
Sir William Orpen & Roderic 
O'Connor)

• Develop and create a mind map 
together on the interactive 
whiteboard. (peer learning)

• Create and develop their 
sketchbook. 

Success criteria 
• Develop an 

understanding for the 
brief (Highlight key 
words) Understand the 
assessment criteria 

• Make a sketchbook 
(AOL - students have 
done this in prior 
project)

• Add new vocabulary to 
the word bank

• Develop a mind map of 
the theme “The 
pathways” and have the 
mind map complete

• Develop a conversation 
about all three SS artist.

AEDP - eg : Form / 
shape / composition 
(sketchbook)

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
research - mind 
mapping

Process: researching, 
drawing, experimenting, 
mind mapping (peer 
learning)
Learning layers: 
Analysing the theme 
“The pathways”
Literacy: using higher 
and lower order 
questioning, Interviewing
key words/definitions, 
analysing 

Learning intention –
• To develop an 

understanding of the AEDP 
– Composition and 
perspective before taking 
primary source photos

• To understand the step-by-
step drawing of 
perspective in my 
sketchbook and analyse 
my Primary source photos.

• Document any new art 
terminology in their word 
bank. 

Success criteria -
• Be able to clearly 

understand the demo of my 
primary source photos in 
drawing

• Create an understanding of 
AEDP Composition and 
perspective – Before taking 
PS photos

• Develop their word bank 
with new terminology

• Be able to follow step-by-
step instructions and 
understand the outcome of 
my thumbnail sketches

• Document in their 
sketchbook all sketches 

AEDP - eg : 
Form/shape/composition/tone/
Line

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
Introduce etching
Process: Develop and 
understand etching - thick & 
visible lines
Learning layers: Develop and 
understand their photos of 
pathways
Literacy: keywords/definitions, 
analysing
Teacher activity - Demo



Lesson 3 – 14th Nov -D 1hr 20mins- 9:30-10:50 Lesson 4 – 9th Nov – (S) 40 Minutes – 12:20 – 1:10

Learning intention –
• To develop the AEDP they 

learned the last-day –
composition and perspective and 
take their knowledge outside to 
take primary sources photos.

• To develop an understanding of 
photography while considering 
the AEDP - foreground, middle 
ground & background

• To explore Photography - take 
pathway photos around our 
school .(at least 5 photos per 
student)

Success criteria 
• Document in their 

sketchbook all sketches.
• Understand the AEDP

composition
• Take photos of 

pathways around our 
area.

• Look at the composition 
- foreground- middle 
ground and background

• Have at least 5 
photographs taken of 
pathways around the 
school - consider 
composition and 
perspective.

AEDP - eg : 
Form/shape/composition/ton
e/Line

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
Introduce students to etching 
and mark-making
Process: Develop an 
understanding of AEDP line -
mark making
Learning layers: Develop and 
understand composition 
before going on their walk.
Literacy:
keywords/definitions, 
analysing 

Learning intention –
• To develop an 

understanding of mark-
making AEDP line

• To understand the step-
by-step, and the outcome 
of my etching

• Understand new 
terminology like

•Drypoint
•Etching plate
•Mark making
•Line
•Document any new art 
terminology in their word 
bank

Success criteria -
• Be able to clearly 

understand the demo of 
mark making. (explore and 
experiment with the AEDP 
line in the sketches of their 
Primary sources photos)

• Develop their word bank 
with new terminology

• Be able to follow step-by-
step instructions and 
understand the outcome of 
mark-making

• Document	in	their	
sketchbook	all	sketches.

AEDP - eg : Form/shape / 
colour/line / composition

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
Photographs and pathway 
walks.
Process: experimenting 
with photography -
composition, shape , 
colour, form
Learning layers: Develop 
and understand 
composition and 
foreground, middle ground 
& background
Health and safety - safety 
of outside
Literacy:
keywords/definitions, 
analysing



Lesson 5 – 23rd Nov -D 1hr 20mins- 9:30-10:50 Lesson 6 – 28th Nov – (S) 40 Minutes – 12:20 – 1:10

Learning intention –
• Students will analyse their 

photographs and develop their 
final composition for their 
etching

• To explore the different types of 
mark-marking

• Experiment with composition 
and which best underlines the 
theme “the pathways”

• Experiment with the art 
element - shape, composition, 
line

Success criteria 
• Start to build and 

create the final 
design

• Annotate what mark-
making they want to 
display in their 
etching.

• Start etching their 
final piece.

AEDP - eg Form/shape

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
complete their final 
thumbnail sketch design
Process: Begin to 
Construction and build 
their final design
Learning layers: annotate 
mark making that they will 
do in their final design
Literacy:
keywords/definitions, 
analysing 

Learning intention –
• Experiment using the 

etching and dry point tool 
and start to mark their 
composition

• Develop an 
understanding of using 
the tools

• Use different mark-
making line

•Cross Hatching
•Vertical
•Horizontal
•Diagonal
•Curved
•zigzag

Success criteria -
• Understand and 

experiment with different 
mark-making and grasp 
an understanding of the 
AEDP line

• Students we able to 
Develop their composition 
while looking at their 
Primary sources photos 
they took on their walk -
AEDP -
composition/foreground/ 
middle ground/ 
background

AEDP - eg - line/ shape/ 
form

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
Etching
Process: Begin to develop 
their etching print.
Learning layers: Develop an 
understanding of etching 
and start to create their 
composition.
Health and safety - using a 
dry point, safe hands
Literacy: key 
words/definitions, analysing 



Lesson 7 – 30th Nov -D 1hr 20mins- 9:30-10:50 Lesson 8 – 5th Dec– (S) 40 Minutes – 12:20 – 1:10

Learning intention –
• Learn how to ink up their 

etching plate.
• Follow my step-by-step 

demo.
• Experiment with the printing 

press and be able to print 
their etching plate

• Understand how to use the 
printing press

• Be able to recognise how 
their theme contributed to 
their design

Success criteria 
• Evaluate their work and 

the work of their peers 
after they print - analyse 
areas of their etching 
plate that needs work 
on.

• Consider all the mark-
making techniques they 
have learned.

• Reflect on their own 
work consider what they 
did well, what they 
learned, and what they 
would like to know more 
about

• Consider how their 
theme influences their 
work

AEDP - eg - Line/ 
Composition/ shape/ form

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
Develop their composition 
on their etching plate
Process: etching and 
mark making
Learning layers: what they 
have learned & reflection
Health and safety - of 
using a dry point l, safe 
hands & printing press
Literacy: key 
words/definitions, 
analysing

Learning intention –
• Students will explore and will be 

able to identify their own prints and 
explore areas that they like in their 
print - could be mark making and 
areas they feel they need to 
improve in.

• Students will demonstrate and 
explore the aedp line and be able 
to show this in their etching plates.

• Students will experiment and 
produce artwork to interpret the 
artist's they have researched 
techniques.

• Students will learn and be able to 
reflect, evaluate and describe their 
own prints and be able to recognise 
how their theme contributed to their 
design. 

Success criteria -
• Students will show 

an understanding 
of their work 
through reflection 
using keywords.

• Students will create 
at least three 
different prints and 
be able to engage 
and communicate 
their interpretation 
of their etching print 
and their peers -

outline all aedp
relevant - line -
shape –
composition.

AEDP - eg - line / 
composition / shape/ form

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
printmaking
Process: experiment with 
mark making and the 
printing press
Learning layers: what they 
have learned & reflection
Health and safety - of using 
a drypoint tool, safe hands, 
using the printing press.
Literacy: key 
words/definitions, analysing 



Lesson 9 – 30th Nov -D 1hr 20mins- 9:30-10:50
Learning intention –

• Complete the last finishing 
touches to their sketchbook

• Add in support studies 
research

• Recap on etching and what 
they have learned in terms of 
keywords (crossword)

• Be able to critically evaluate 
their work in terms of form, 
colour, texture and line

• Understand how research 
leads to the development and 
creation of an artwork through 
the project process

• Be able to recognise how their 
theme contributed to their 
design

Success criteria 
• Evaluate their work 

(complete the marking 
scheme and self 
reflection handout)

• Consider one artist that 
they took inspiration from 
and explain their 
rationale

• Reflect on their own work 
consider what they did 
well, what they learned, 
what they would like to 
know more about

• Consider how their theme 
influences their work 

AEDP - eg - shape/ form

ARTISTIC PROCESS -
Evaluate and reflect on 

work
Process: Mark their own 

work - AOL.
Learning layers: what 
they have learned & 

reflection
Health and safety - of 
using a scissors safe 

hands
Literacy: key 

words/definitions, 
analysing 



Lesson 10 – 5th Dec– (S) 40 Minutes – 12:20 – 1:10
Success criteria -

• Evaluate their own work 
and the work of their 
peers

• Positive peer feedback
• Have a mini exhibition -

outline aedp they see 
within the class -
consider positive peer 
feedback

• Display all work 

ARTISTIC PROCESS - Mini 
exhibition and self reflection 
on peers work
Process: exhibition.
Learning layers: what they 
have learned & reflection
Health and safety - of using 
a scalpel, safe hands
Literacy: key 
words/definitions, analysing 

Learning intention –
• Reflect on their marking 

scheme and the 
teachers comments.

• Use keywords to 
analyse positive peer 
feedback.

• Have a mini-exhibition 
where each student 
leaves positive notes on 
peers' work 

Our Mini exhibition 





REFLECTION OF THIS UOL

• Although I presented this UOL my favourite one
had to have been the 4th year block one. “A stitch 
in time saves nine”. As a class, we crocheted a 
blanket all in granny squares and this was a new skill 
that the students had never done before. 

• I enjoyed being back under the guidance of my old 
school and getting involved in my basketball team 
again. As I was captain for the six years I was in 
school I loved coming back as a teacher and 
coaching the team that I loved for six years.

• I feel like I have matured and changed a lot as a 
person from my last placement and my host teacher 
is to thank for a lot of that. Yet again being under 
the guidance of a teacher I looked up to for six 
years and made me want to become a teacher 
myself, Mr pollock I wouldn’t be here without him.  

• This was my first time doing and teaching
printmaking and I enjoyed it.Along with the 
students I learned a lot while I was 
researching etching and it is a Unit of 
learning I will do in the future.

• As the theme was “The pathways” this
allowed students to interlink with the 
beautiful grounds of Monaghan Collegiate 
which allowed them to become familiar 
with the area.

• If I were to do this again I would try and 
take the students into our local town, 
Monaghan town but as time ran short on 
the run-up to the Christmas holidays this 
wasn’t possible.  

REFLECTION ON MY 
OVERALL PLACEMENT


